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UNCONFIRMED

ACADEMIC COLLABORATION COMMITTEE

Minutes of the thirty-fifth (the third meeting of 2006) of the Academic Collaboration Committee, held on Thursday 13 July 2006 at  2.15pm in T405, Tower Block, Avery Hill Campus.
06.3.1     PRESENT:  
Margaret Noble, PVC (Chair) 


    


Richard Blackburn (Science)





Wendy Cealey Harrison (LEAP)






Keith Cowlard (LEAP)





Alma Craft (LEAP) (Secretary)





Tim Cullen (ILS)
Peter Dalton (A & C)

Alisdair Grant (Eng)
Veronica Habgood (HSC)
Christine Rose (OSA)

Debbie Sheppard (Bus)

Robert Young (E & T)

Apologies:  
Mike Edmunds (Bus), Geoff Hallam (LEAP),




Ed Webb (E & T alternate)
06.3.2
MINUTES of the meeting held on 15 May  2006 were confirmed.
06.3.3 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere): 

06.3.4(v) The Head of LQU tabled the definition of ‘flexible’ mode that had been 

prepared for the CP auditors.  
           06.2.4(i)  The QAA had not yet written to request a progress report on action 
taken in response to the Bahrain Audit Report

           06.2.5(i)   ACC endorsed the revised template for Memoranda of Agreement, and


asked that it be added as an Appendix to the Guide to Full-Cost Partnerships. 


However further revision of  the template for Financial Memoranda was requested 


so as to incorporate some of the aspects of the version currently used by the School 

of A & C for its distance learning partnerships.

 ACTION:  K Cowlard

06.1.10(i) Academic Council had agreed a set of principles for dual awards


[It was noted that the several action points related to the QA Handbook revisions, 
would be dealt during the summer] 
06.3.4 COLLABORATIVE AUDIT

ACC received a copy of the draft QAA report (which had already been widely 
circulated within the University when it was received at the end of May), 
together with a copy of the University’s response to the draft.  The latter had 
drawn the QAA’s attention to a number of factual inaccuracies and also to some 
confusion in the evidence base used.   The University had found the suggestions 
for improvement very helpful, but would await the final version of the report 
(due end August) before drawing up an action plan.

The Chair thanked the Head of LQU and her team for their work in preparing the 
very detailed commentary on and response to the draft report.
06.3.5  REPORT FROM EPU


(i) 
 Renewal of Partner College agreements:  
The Head of LQU reported that (a) in light of the positive comments on the University’s relationship with its Partner Colleges, (b) in view of the imminent introduction of Integrated Quality Enhancement Reviews for the colleges, and (c) since no change in partnership status was envisaged as had been the case in 2002, the University believed that there was at present no need to schedule formal institutional reviews of the eight Partner Colleges.  Noting that with the introduction of FDs, all FE Colleges had been subject to intensive external scrutiny over the last few years, ACC supported this proposal.
For this year’s autumn bilateral meetings, it was agreed that each college would be asked to prepare a brief critical appraisal of the partnership, prior to renewal of the recently revised Partner College Agreements.  ACC recommended that the bilateral meetings should require an update on college staffing and staffing plans for HE delivery, and suggested that they might include a broader spectrum of college staff.  To provide a holistic institutional context for individual programme authorizations and approvals, the AIRs should encourage colleges to provide a strategic overview of their HE provision.

(ii) The Head of EPU reported on other current issues in relation the Partner Colleges.  It was agreed that EPU should:
· remind Schools and Colleges of the dates for completion of AMRs and AIRs (it was noted that Partner Colleges will need Business Objects Licences in order to access the PAS statistical digest)

· request that Partner Colleges inform the University of any programme suspensions no later than 31 July
· send to the colleges copies of the University’s manual on student training for committee work and should investigate the possibility of the Student Union providing a workshop for college students on this. 
and that LQU should:

· complete the revisions to the AIR pro-forma as soon as possible

· remind the VC’s office that the ARPD schedule needs to be circulated

06.3.6 COLLABORATIVE APPROVALS AND REVIEWS

(i) Scrutiny Group Overview of collaborative reports
The Scrutiny Group reviewed the following 14 reports received since the May meeting:


CMS BSc H Computing with Copperbelt University, Zambia 


CMS BSc H Computing with Oshwal College, Kenya 


CMS BSc H Computing with Mediterranean College, Thessaloniki, 


Greece (Ed Group Xinis) * 


CMS Review of BSc H Computing at two centres:  West London College 

and Malta Univ Services 


CMS MSc Info Systems Management at 3 Systematic Colleges, Malaysia

MSA and Science: BSc Hons Biotechnological Sciences  


MSA and A&C + Eng Masters programmes  


MSA Interim Review of u/g programmes 

 



FD in Rural Bus Man:  Business with Hadlow 


FD Software Development/Network Computing:  Eng with Bromley


FD in Countryside Management:  Science with Hadlow

 

 
FD in Counselling:  HSC with Guildford  *


Business with TMC Singapore:  BABA and BA Acc & Finance


Science with ESO:  BSc H and MSc Osteopathy  * 


[*    Completed Institutional Visit Report (Appendix C8) also submitted]



All these events had been conducted in accordance with the University’s procedures. 

[Note:  the Scrutiny Report has been corrected to state that the BSc Hons 
Biotechnological Sciences is the second (rather than the first) programme to be offered 
at MSA by the School of Science] 


ACC recommended that:

· the ARPD should require Schools to comment on their strategy and resources for scaling up support as collaborative networks (such as the CMS Approved Centre Network) expand
· to generate more consistency of length, coverage and reporting style, pro-forma QAH Appendix P8 be re-visited, and panel officers new to the role should receive more guidance (by means of LQU-run workshops, provision of exemplars, and opportunities for shadowing a more experienced colleague).                                  








ACTION:  LEAP (LQU) 
· Chairs should be encouraged to return to the officer any that are poorly expressed and/or omit significant points (rather than agreeing an inadequate report, or undertaking the rewriting themselves).
· Where new partners are involved, Appendix C8 should normally be completed and submitted as an Appendix with the panel’s report, regardless of whether the institutional and programme-level approval is undertaken on separate site visits, or sequentially during the same visit.  Where appropriate, programme approval/review reports should append a less formal Resources Report as an adjunct to commentary within the report itself.




ACTION:  LEAP (LQU)
(ii) Canterbury College programme approvals

The Head of LQU reported that the host Schools had approved the transfer of almost all the Higher National programmes, subject to receipt of the critical appraisal of HN provision;  that the degree top-up programmes have either been conditionally approved, or are awaiting approval events, and that the FDs are moving forward with caution.

06.3.7 ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Christine Rose reported that Orpington College was seeking tracking and monitoring 
data which would show the progression of their students to undergraduate or to top-up 
degree programmes at the University.  It was agreed that LEAP should be asked to 
provide a report on this for all the Partner Colleges, illuminated by some brief 
individual case-studies.




AC`TION:  Head of EPU
06.3.8 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  

The Calendar had not yet been finalized, and  ACC agreed to request 4 meetings (rather than 3) for the coming academic year, and aligned where possible to facilitate reporting to Academic Council. 

PLEASE NOTE:  ACC meetings for 2006-7 are now scheduled for:

 
Thursday 2 November, 9.30am, QM 353
Friday 12 January, 2.30pm, QA75

Thursday 22 March, 2.30pm, QA 75

Friday 11 May, 2.30pm, QA75
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